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States was recognised, and they were allowed to
make treaties with foreign powers, so long as they
were not directed against the Emperor or the Empire.
At the same time the independence of the Swiss
Cantons and of the Dutch Netherlands, long an
accomplished fact, was formally recognised.

The Peace of Westphalia, one of the most signi-
ficant of European diplomatic instruments, marked
the establishment of the modern state system, based
on the principle of territorial sovereignty, theoretical
equality, and internal autonomy. It marked also
the virtual extinction of the 'Holy Roman Empire
of the German Nation,' although its ghost continued
to haunt the earth until 1806. For Ferdinand n had
staked the effective existence of the Empire upon
the suppression of Protestantism, and he had con-
spicuously failed to suppress it. From 1648 onward
the Hapsburg emperors remained little more than
rulers of Austria and its appendant territories, which
became increasingly non-Germanic, namely, Slav,
Magyar, Rumanian, Italian. Germany itself was
almost disintegrated. Its princes, great and small,
were recognised as sovereign potentates, with the
right to coin money, maintain armies, send diplo-
matic representatives to the courts of Europe, con-
clude alliances, and wage war. All consciousness of
German unity or nationality seemed to vanish away.
Perfect particularism prevailed universally.
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